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Application Kit 

Postgraduate Research Scholarship Projects

To assist applicants prepare applications for SRDC postgraduate research funded scholarships, this document contains:
1. An overview of the SRDC Research and Development (R&D)
2. The scholarship application and assessment cycle
3. Information on how SRDC assesses scholarship applications
4. Guidelines for preparing a scholarship application 

SRDC welcomes feedback to improve the SRDC Scholarship Application Form and Application Kit.  If anything is unclear or you would like to provide any comments, please contact SRDC Senior Investment Manager Dr Diana Saunders, ph: 07 3225 9443, email dsaunders@srdc.gov.au and if not available email bbaldwin@srdc.gov.au,or bcairns@srdc.gov.au 

1. Overview of SRDC R&D
The Sugar Research and Development Corporation works in partnership with the Australian sugarcane industry and the Australian Government to foster an innovative and sustainable sugarcane industry, through targeted investment in research and development. 

SRDC is required under the Primary Industries and Energy Research and Development Act 1989 to have a five-year R&D Plan which sets out SRDC’s objectives, priorities and strategies for the period of the Plan.  The Plan is developed in consultation with the sugarcane industry and government and incorporates the National Research Priorities and Rural Research priorities identified by the Australian Government. The Plan   sets targets for research and development activities for the Australian sugar industry for a five year period.The SRDC R&D Plan 20012-2017 is available on the SRDC website www.srdc.gov.au. 
Postgraduate research scholarship applications should be consistent with the deliverables and strategies outlined in SRDC R&D Plan and the National Sugarcane Industry Research, Development and Extension Strategy.


2. SRDC postgraduate research scholarship application and assessment cycle
The following sequence outlines SRDC’s postgraduate research scholarships investment cycle.
	Event
	Date

	Call for Scholarship Project Applications 
	3 September 2012 

	Scholarship Project Proposals due to SRDC
	28 October 2012

	Scholarships Committee meet to short list applicants
	12 November  2012

	Scholarships Committee meet to assess shortlisted applicants (may include presentations and/or interviews) 
	26 November 2012

	Successful scholarships projects notified 
	3 December 2013 

	Commencement of Scholarship Projects 
	From January 2013 

	Monitoring of Scholarship Projects
	Ongoing throughout 




In greater detail, the monitoring of SRDC postgraduate research scholarships occurs as follows:
· Progress of scholarship projects are monitored by:
· milestone reports submitted by the Principal Supervisor 
· informal discussions with the scholarship holder and supervisors
· Scholarship milestone reports and any request for variations to be submitted by the Principal Supervisor using the pro-forma available at www.srdc.gov.au. 

· The final milestone will include the submission of a bound copy and an electronic copy of the scholarship holder’s final thesis to SRDC, and the submission by the applicant of an article suitable for an industry-wide publication about the outcomes of the research and potential benefits to industry. 

· [bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Results are promoted in a number of ways. A webpage has been added to the SRDC website to promote current student projects. Students are encouraged to provide a brief overview of their research including research topic and highlights of research findings annually as a part of their progress reports (January of each year).  

· Participation in an annual Scholarship Forum. The Forum provides opportunities for scholarship holders to interact with each other and with SRDC, and to enhance their technical and social skills. Students are required to attend these yearly forums.

· Each student is encouraged to participate in at least one ASSCT Conference to communicate their research outcomes to ensure benefits are realised by the sugar industry and community. 

3. Administration 
If you are selected for a postgraduate research scholarship, an agreement will be developed and signed by your University and SRDC. Therefore, the Administrative contact should be a university administrator with authority to carry out the following roles, responsibilities and duties including being the person:
· to contact in terms of agreements, tax invoices and payments. 
· responsible for communicating of any of the decisions made by SRDC regarding the scholarship to the scholarship holder and supervisor/s.  This includes approvals of variations and milestones. 
· holding the contract and associated documentation and provide copies to investigators.
· responsible for ensuring that activities described in the proposal are undertaken and completed to a high standard.

4. How SRDC evaluates postgraduate research scholarship applications and the selection criteria are:
· Relevance of the proposed course of study to the sugar industry and to the SRDC R&D Plan. As stated in the call, SRDC encourages proposals in the areas of plant breeding, bio-informatics, plant physiology, plant pathology, entomology, engineering (particularly agricultural engineering), and social sciences (particularly economic analysis, change management and extension). 

· Potential of the candidate as a student and/or researcher, and probability of successful completion of the course – based on the student’s academic record and referees’ comments. 
· Potential for the candidate to make a future contribution to the sugar industry – based on the likely value to the industry of the general field of the proposed study.
· Quality of the proposed research environment including partnerships with R&D providers and industry – based on the experience, track record and quality of the proposed research supervisors and the capacity of the University and other R&D providers to support projects in the student’s field.

Short listed applicants will be also required to make a short presentation and undertake an interview (further details will be provided if your application is short listed) 

SRDC postgraduate research scholarships are available for postgraduate research study including PhD, and Masters.  Applicants for research degrees should normally have an Honours degree but this requirement may be waived if the applicant has comparable qualifications or experience. SRDC will consider applications of candidates that hold other available bursaries.

Applicants are encouraged to seek joint supervisors from academic institutions and from other organisations who are active in sugar industry research (e.g. BSES, SRI@QUT, CSIRO and State Government Departments).

SRDC postgraduate research scholarships provide a stipend and an operating allowance.  The current amounts are advertised in the annual call for scholarship applications, published on the SRDC website www.srdc.gov.au 

5.  Guidelines for completing a postgraduate research scholarship application  
SRDC’s Postgraduate Research Scholarship Application Form is an MS-Word document.  You must use the current form available from the SRDC website www.srdc.gov.au, as amendments are made to the Form every year. 

Download and save the Form on your computer system with a unique name using File/Save As (please save as Microsoft Word).  The boxes may be expanded as necessary to contain the required information but the completed form should not exceed five pages, and the fonts, borders etc should not be altered.

SRDC requires the following items for a complete postgraduate research scholarship application:
· A completed Postgraduate Research Scholarship Application Form and an accompanying CV.
· An email from the proposed Principal Supervisor verifying he/she is prepared to act as Principal Supervisor for the proposed scholarship project and that the relevant Department of the University or Research Organisation is willing to provide necessary facilities for the student to undertake the degree.
· Emails containing letters of reference from at least two referees.  It is the scholarship applicant’s responsibility to ensure SRDC receives letters of reference from proposed referees by 28 October 2012.  
· The references should address the four criteria used by SRDC to evaluate scholarship proposals listed in Section 4 of this kit.  One of the referees should be the applicant’s Honours or Masters supervisor (if relevant).  The proposed supervisors should also provide letters of reference if they are familiar with the student’s past work.  

The completed Scholarship Application Form, letter from the proposed Principal Supervisor and referees’ letters should be emailed to SRDC at apply@srdc.gov.au by 28 October 2012.  

No additional information or attachments (such as images, diagrams, flow tables etc) should be included unless a prior arrangement has been made with SRDC.


Guidelines for the completion of the individual sections of the 
SRDC Scholarship Application Form

1. Program and Project
The Project Title should be a concise statement of your program and/or goal.  It should refer to the topic of your proposed research activity or thesis

Scholarships may only be for the expected duration of the program.  Research Masters scholarships may be for up to two years full time, and PhD scholarships for three years full time. In exceptional circumstances, equivalent part time scholarships will be considered by SRDC on their merits and with agreement by the university. SRDC will not be responsible for the internal administration of the resources provided to the scholarship holder, as it is the university’s responsibility to manage these funds. Part time scholarships may convert to full time study, if SRDC considers the request appropriate.

2. Student details
To be eligible for an SRDC postgraduate full scholarship or top up scholarship, candidates must:
a. be an Australian citizen or permanent resident
b. receive acceptance at a recognised institution
c. have an honors degree or comparable qualifications or experience.

4. Project Overview
State main objective, rationale (background and justification of your research), work plan and outcomes expected you’re your research. In the work plan section broadly specify methodology, activities and project management to deliver outputs and outcomes.  

The project title and objectives may be published in the SRDC Annual Operational Plan, SRDC Annual Report, on the SRDC website, and in the ARRIP (Australian Rural Research in Progress) database. A web page has been added to the SRDC website to promote current student projects. Students will be invited to provide a brief overview of their research. 

6. Principal Supervisor
The Principal Supervisor and the Administration Person (Box 9) should both be from the University that you are planning to enrol in.  The email address of the proposed Principal Supervisor is essential, as all correspondence from SRDC will be by email.  

SRDC allocates a six-digit Sugar Research Provider Number (SRPN) to each student (if successful), Supervisor and Administration Person, for to assist in retrieving contact details.  Scholarship applicants and supervisors do not require an SRPN in the Application but if you already have one it should be included in the Form.  Successful applicants will be provided with an SRPN by SRDC.  SRDC will email a small Excel file containing contact details to each person in the SRPN database.  Any changes to contact details should be made in this file which should then be emailed back to SRDC.
Use Boxes 7 and 8 for details of other supervisors if applicable.

9. Administration Person
If the proposed Administration Person does not have an SRPN, leave blank.  Postal and email addresses are essential for the Administration Person, as if your application is successful the Project Agreement will be forwarded by post but other correspondence from SRDC will be by email.  All communications from the SRDC (in terms of agreements, tax invoices and payments) will be directly to the Administrative Officer in the University. It will be that person’s responsibility to ensure all parties involved in the Scholarship are kept informed.

The Organisation is the administering organisation for the project and would normally be the University to which the Administration Person belongs.  An ABN is essential in order for SRDC to provide funds.

10-12. Referees
You should ask at least two referees to provide references directly to SRDC.  Provide their contact details in this section of the Application Form so that SRDC can match their emails to your application. 
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